[date]
The Honorable Fabian Nuñez
FAX: 916-319-2146
Re: AB 22- SUPPORT 

Dear Speaker Nuñez:

[Your Organization Name Here] supports AB 22, the Provide for Each Child Act of 2007. This bill would repeal California’s child exclusion rule and allow for cash assistance for children born into families already receiving temporary aid. 

California’s child exclusion rule, known as the Maximum Family Grant (MFG), denies aid to a child who is born into a family that has already received cash assistance for 10 months or more. The California government’s goal of ending child poverty is unattainable if children born into poverty are excluded from receiving cash benefits.  Contributing to deepened child poverty will have a negative impact on the children themselves as well as on the state. Research has linked child poverty to poor health, developmental, and social outcomes in adulthood. In the long term, the impact of these outcomes will cost the state far more money than providing cash benefits to newborns. 

Assemblywoman Leiber has worked hard to minimize the fiscal impact of the bill by phasing out child exclusion over a period of three years rather than one, reducing the cost to an estimated $10-$20 million for the first year of implementation.

While $6.3 billion dollars are allocated in state and federal dollars for TANF in California, only $5.1 billion is spent on CalWORKs. The money is there if we prioritize the needs of our most vulnerable children. 

There will be short term savings as well. Repealing the child exclusion rule would simplify county administration and eliminate costs associated with notifying welfare recipients of this law and requiring social service workers to determine the MFG status of a child through evaluation and administrative hearings. 

Child exclusion rules were implemented in part to discourage continued dependence on welfare. Given the 60 month time limit families now face under TANF, California’s child exclusion rule (passed prior to 1996 welfare reform), is obsolete.

For these reasons, we support AB 22. We hope you will bring it to a vote in Assembly Appropriations.
Sincerely,

[Your name]

[Your title]

CC: Assemblywoman Lieber’s Office: 916-319-2122
